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Jeanie Reed says it’s not her job to 
teach children music.

Her job, she said, is to teach children 
through music.

“I believe that a teacher must fi nd 
beauty and worth in every student and 
help students believe in themselves,” said 
Reed, who has taught music for 21 years, 
the last six at Stone Academy.

On Monday, Reed was named one of fi ve 
fi nalists for the 2008-09 South Carolina 
Teacher of the Year award.

The winner will be announced on 
April 25 and receives $25,000, a laptop 
computer and a BMW Z-4 Roadster 
to use for one year. The four remaining 
fi nalists receive $10,000 each.

The other fi nalists are Jenna Hallman, 
a science teacher at Calhoun Academy 
for the Arts in Anderson District 5; Josie 
Stratton, an English teacher at Mayo High 
in Darlington County; Renee Sanders, 
a biology teacher at Johnsonville High 
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in Florence District 5; and Rona Neely, 
a math teacher at Bell Street Middle in 
Laurens District 56.

“Every time I have the privilege of 
helping a student make a discovery, 
neither of us knows where that discovery 
or that newfound understanding will lead 
or how many people may be infl uenced by 
it,” she said.

It has been said that Reed could pat a 
steady beat with music even before she 
could hold her head up unassisted.

She began singing practically as soon 
as she began talking.

She begged her parents incessantly for 
piano lessons and taught herself to play 
the fl ute and guitar.

But it wasn’t until she met Betty 
Carter, a music teacher, choir director 
and organist in a small town in the 
Lowcountry of South Carolina that she 
thought about being a music teacher.

“I observed Mrs. Carter as she taught 
through a variety of modalities and I 
witnessed the effects her methods had 
on her students’ understanding,” she 
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said. “Even though I could not possibly 
understand at the time the importance 
of such practices, I knew that I was 
witnessing great teaching in action.”

Reed, who is a National Board certifi ed 
teacher, has worked in church settings with 
children and adults, taught general music 
in elementary schools, music education 
classes at Furman, special after-school 
arts classes, outreach programs for the 
South Carolina Governor’s School for the 
Arts and is a community choral director.

“It is my hope that my greatest 
contribution be known to me, but may 
live in some small way within the students 
who have passed my way,” she said.

Greenville County has had fi ve South 
Carolina Teachers of the Year. They are 
Jane Satterfi eld, Mauldin High, 1976; 
James Mattos, Berea High, 1978; Sara 
Payne, Greenville High, 1981; Fanya 
Paouris, League Academy, 1984; and 
Dodie Magill, Pelham Road Elementary, 
1993.

Contact Cindy Landrum at 679-1237 
or clandrum@greenvillejournal.com.


