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Greenville High changes focus

Emphasis will be
business, finance
and law

BY GINDY LANDRUM
staff writer

Greenville High's magnet program is
getting a new academic focus.

Since it became a magnet school 14
years ago, its stated academic focus has
been academic excellence.

But that’s not specific enough, district
officials said Tuesday.

“Academic excellence a very laudable
goal, but that should be the goal for every
school, not just Greenville High,” said
Pat Burns, the district’s interim deputy
superintendent of schools.

Beginning next year, the school’s
academic focus will be business, finance
and law.

The new focus, for which the
curriculum is being written now, was
chosen because the school already has
significant community support in those
areas, said Debbie Carrero, the district’s
magnet coordinator.

“It’s a unique focus that doesn’t exist at
other high schools,” she said.

The change came as a part of the
district’s review of the magnet school
program, which began in 1995 as a way to
boost enrollment at declining inner-city
schools. They’re called magnets because
they have special academic programs that
draw students from all over the county.

The district studied nine of the 12
magnet programs. Hollis Academy’s

year-round school magnet program was
cut this year because district research
showed that students there weren’t
achieving at a higher rate than other
elementary schools with similar student
populations. Southside High and Beck
Academy will be evaluated this year
as a part of a study of the district’s
International Baccalaureate programs.

The program is fulfilling its purpose,
Burns said.

Of the magnet schools, only Carolina
High sends out more students than it
receives, Burns said. For the upcoming
school year, 83 Carolina students enrolled
in other magnet programs, while 36
students wanted in the school for its
health or pre-engineering fields, she
said.

Three schools - Blythe, Stone and
League - have waiting lists.

The district spends about $2.5 million
on magnet programs each year.

Trustee Roger Meek questioned
whether the magnet program was
meant to be permanent and proposed
that the district cut financial support of
the programs within two years and use
the money to boost programs at other
schools.

“I don’t think these schools are going
to fold. I don’t think they’ll lose their
attendance,” he said.

But other trustees said that would put
the district in the same position it was in
15 years ago when it was contemplating
shutting down inner-city schools because
of declining enrollments.

“It would have a devastating effect,”
said board chairman Keith Ray.

Superintendent Phinnize Fisher said
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MAGNETS: School board member Tommie Reece (left) said she would not support revising
magnet school admission criteria to include whether the student’s assigned school is over-
crowded because that’s not something the child’s family has control over. Superintendent

Phinnize Fisher is shown on the right.

she considers the magnet program at
Carolina successful and that the district
plans to strengthen the program.

“When Ilook at it from the point of view
of the children, yes, it’s successful,” she
said, adding that the program has given
some students who didn’t think they’d
be successful in high school a reason to
succeed.

But when asked if she considers the
magnet program at Greenville High a
success, Fisher said, “No, not at this
point.”

Fisher said students who enter a

high school magnet program should be
expected to earn a magnet distinction
award, a distinction that few students
pursue. Over the past five years, 29
students from Greenville High and 33 from
J.L. Mann have earned the recognition.

Qualifications for the awards vary by
school, and the award is not offered at
Carolina.

The board voted to have district
administrators come up with consistent
requirements for the honor.

Contact Cindy Landrum at 679-1237
or clandrum@greenvillejournal.com.



