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After 132 years, Greer has a home of 
its own.

Until recently, Greer, or Greer Station 
as it is know historically, ran its affairs 
out of hand-me-down buildings, the 
latest being a post office built during 
the Great Depression by the Works 
Projects Administration.

“Greer never had a town hall,” said 
City Administrator Ed Driggers, in 
an interview in his spacious office 
on the third floor of Greer’s new $6.4 
million government building. “From 
1876 to 2008, the City of Greer always 
purchased another’s property.” 

The new city hall with its distinctive 
clock tower is the focal point of 
an unprecedented $20.5 million 
modernization of civic space in one 
of South Carolina’s fastest growing 
communities.

Greer’s population grew 60 percent 
from 10,322 in 1990 to 16,843 in 2000 
and is estimated to exceed 20,000 
today, giving impetus for expanding 
public services and personnel.

In addition to the $6.4 million city 
hall, the city recently occupied a $5.7 
million police and court building and is 
finishing a $4.3 million park on the 12-
acre town hall site. 

Roughly $4 million was spent for 
design, land and building acquisition, 
site work, parking improvements 
on Poinsett and Depot streets and 
improved pedestrian access.

The city also purchased an 
80,000-square-foot warehouse, 
dedicating 7,000 square feet for offices 
for the recreation and public service 
departments and the rest for storage 
space for materials such as fertilizer 
“so we can buy in bulk like Wal-Mart,” 
said Driggers.

Until recently, city employees worked 
from 14 buildings. 

With 34,467 square feet of space in 
City Hall – the post office had 5,000 
– and 37,000 in the police and court 
building, Greer anticipates it is well 
positioned.

Driggers said, “We had been 
overcrowded for so long with people 
working on top of one another” that 
the Greer City Council resolved to 
build for growth.

“We have 36 employees in town hall 
today but we can accommodate 90 
without expansion,” Driggers said. 
“We planned this building for the next 
50 years.”

The second floor is devoted to public 
space, including the council chamber, 
a catering kitchen, three halls, 
expandable rooms for small or large 
gatherings and spacious hallways open 
to a patio and veranda.

“We have a place to hold a wedding 
reception and invite 400 guests,” 
Driggers said. “You can have a sit-down 
dinner for 350 or a stand-up reception 
for 600.” 

The park, which is designed to merge 
as one with the building, features 
an outdoor amphitheater, picnic 
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PARK PLACE: A multi-purpose park is being integrated into the 12-acre town hall campus.
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Celebrations
Greer has scheduled several 

events in early October to 
dedicate and show its new 
city hall.

A dedication gala featuring 
entertainment and “A Taste 
of Greer Station” will be held 
Oct. 2. Tickets are $60 and 
sales are limited to 400. Tick-
ets go on sale Tuesday.

A ribbon cutting and dedica-
tion will be held Oct. 3, at 11 
a.m. 

The public can tour the build-
ing Oct. 5, from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m. 

areas, walking trails, tree-shaded 
promenades, gardens, a children’s 
playground, a reflecting pond, a large 
fountain and falling-water play area 
for kids.

Of the 12-acre site, four acres had 
been a city park since the 1930s but 
had fallen into disuse and disrepair and 
the other eight acres were considered 
blighted.

The park is scheduled for completion 
in time for dedication at Greer’s 
Christmas lighting ceremony Dec. 5.

The projects were financed with $3.5 
million in cash from city resources and 
a bond of $17 million to be repaid over 
20 years in annual payments starting at 
$200,000 and increasing to $800,000.

Greer is able to make payments 
without a tax increase because its 
property tax base has been growing 
at “a rather rapid growth rate, 
particularly with commercial, of 6 to 9 
percent per year,” said Driggers. “We 
budgeted conservatively at a growth 
rate of half that – 3 percent – for debt 
needs.”

He said residential construction has 
slowed some with building permits 
expected to drop to around 300 this 
year from a typical annual level of 
400. 

Driggers said the city council saved 
money by awarding contracts on a fixed 
fee basis instead of the more common 
practice of awarding bids on complete 
and detailed design and construction 
plans. 

This brought the architect and 

contractor together from the beginning 
to be part of the discussions to build 
what the city wanted, what it could 
afford and when it wanted it done.

Craig, Gulden, Davis, the architects 
who designed Greenville’s Peace 
Center, designed the buildings and 
park, and SYS Contractors Inc. was 
awarded the construction contracts. 

A new fire hall is planned for 2010.


