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Mann wants students’ spirit to live on

BY GINDY LANDRUM
staff writer

Linda O’Brien and two other parents at
J.L. Mann High were thinking of ways the
school could honor four of the school’s
graduates who died last October.

Three - Justin Anderson, Emily Yelton
and Travis Cale - perished in a North
Carolina beach house fire which killed
seven college students and another,
Taylor Cothran, died after falling out of a
fifth-floor dorm window at the University
of South Carolina.

They decided to form JETT Zone and
to ask the school’s student council to
give most of the proceeds raised by the
student body during the annual Spirit
Week competition with Greenville High
to build at least one Habitat for Humanity
House.

It was months later after the concept
was approved that they found the first
anniversary of the fire would fall during
Spirit Week, O’Brien said.

“It was affirmation that we were doing
the right thing,” she said.

Spirit Week, the schools’ annual fund-
raising week tied to the football game
between the two rivals, kicks off tonight
at 10 p.m.

The winner will be revealed at halftime
of the football game on Oct. 31.

MANN POWER: Emily Sanders and Leslie

Pitts make posters for Spirit Week, an

annual event put on by schools to raise
money for selected charities.
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NEW MEANING: J.L. Mann's student council decided to use this year's Spirit Week against Greenville High to honor four of the school's
graduates who died last October in two separate tragedies.

Last year, the two student bodies raised
nearly $190,000.

Greenville High's charities for this
year are the Caine Halter Lungs for Life
run/walk, Safe Harbor, YouthBASE and
Sirrine Forever.

Eighty percent of the money raised
by Mann will be donated to Habitat for
Humanity.

But the school’s involvement won’t end
there.

Students will help build the home
or homes beginning this spring, said
Elizabeth Jeter, a senior and Mann’s
student body vice president.

“Our saying is ‘From the ashes of one
home, let us build another,” she said.
“It’s a fitting tribute. They really made an
impact on a lot of people while they were
here.”

All four students were heavily involved
in Spirit Week as well as other school

activities while they were at Mann, said
Jeff Duncan, student council adviser.

“Their deaths hit us heavy. They were
an integral part of the school while they
were here,” he said. “What better way
to honor their memory. We're telling
the families, “‘We love you. We know how
much you miss them and you’re not alone.
We miss them, too.”

While Spirit Week generated a lot of
interest among students in years past,
this year has a whole different feel, Jeter
said.

“It's more personal,” said Cherise
Marshall, student body secretary.

Twenty percent of the money raised
will be used to create a memorial garden
in the courtyard at the back of the school,
Jeter said.

The garden will be used for an outside
learning environment as well as be a quiet
place for students to go, Marshall said.

At least three student organizations
had talked about doing a memorial and all
three have come together on the project,
Duncan said. The garden is expected
to have benches, flowers and trees but
specific details are still being worked out,
he said.

Events are scheduled throughout the
week at both schools.

Mann’s big events are a concert by
Jonah Werner, a contemporary Christian
artist, at Brookwood Church on Oct. 28,
the actual anniversary date of the beach
house fire; and JETT Zone Day, a day of
athletic camps and a carnival, on Oct. 25
at the school.

Greenville High'’s events include a Pee
Wee Sports Camps day on Oct. 25, a fall
festival at Sirrine Stadium on Oct. 25 and
a silent auction on Oct. 27.

Contact Cindy Landrum at 679-1237
or clandrum@greenvillejournal.com.



